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15 August, 2024 Zaragoza, Spain
To the attention of Ms. Ursula Von der Leyen, President of the European Commission,
With this letter we would like to bring to your attention the following development in the area of sports.

It consists of a New Tennis Racket that can reach additional length during the game. We believe that this
design may be relevant for a new tennis type, with great potential for diverse needs players.

linclude the corresponding patent information and copy the link to the television program when it was first
shown.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqBQkDtwGgo&feature=youtu.be

It was also shown at the “Salon International des Inventions” in Geneva, Switzerland, in 2001. The award
certificate is included in this letter for reference.

I would like to know your opinion about this design, its potential uses, and contact information for a follow
up.

Thank you very much for considering.

With my warmest regards,

Dr. F. Herndndez Altemir

/ 78/ oty

. Francisco Hemdndez Alte

CIRUGIA ORAL Y MAXILOFACIAL
C\/} D1 310,563-F + Colagiado n* ;1‘51

Jail 4
X;//V"J/v Tvay luis Amig, 8, Plondg, 0, Loka B
“AN\

Kind regards,
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Dr. Francisco Herndndez Altemir, Col. 505004161

Corresponding Academic of the Royal Academy of Medicine in Zaragoza
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(57) Improved ball collecting device for racquets
and bats having swinging anms (7,8) aided by their re-
spective springs (9), preferably fitted on swinging hinges
(6) on ‘an anchoring base (1), springs (8) which cause
the aforementioned amms (7,8) to be permanently folded
over the anchoring base (1), the arms (7.8) being acti-
vated remotely, from the area of the handgrip {3)of the
batorracquet.bymeansofa!lezsiomuamm
wire (17), aided by the corresponding casing (18), which
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improved ball collecting device for racquets and bats

connects the swinging ams (7,8) with a lever (10), in
turn fixed in 2 way that it can move back and forth on
the body of the bat or racquet, in the area of the handgrip
{3), in a way which the manual action on the lever (10)
causes the pincers, made up of the two armms (7,8), to
open in arder to pick up the ball, pressing against the
springs: (9) which cause the pincers to automatically
close on releasing the manual pressure on the afore-
mentioned fever (10).
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Description
OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention herein refers 1o a ball collecting
device which has been specially conceived as an ac-
cassory for a tennis racquet or any other type of racquet
or bat used in various types of games, where such bats
and racquets are used to hit a ball.

[0002] The object of the Invention Is to make the ac-
tion of coflecting balis from the floor or ground much eas-
ier.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003]  In the type of games previously mentioned, in

which a racquet or bat is used to hit a ball, the players’

are constantly having to pick the balls up from the floor
which, apart from being uncomfortable, means an addi-
tional exercise, and an important consumption of ener-
gy, which reduces the player's performance in the
course of the game. Although certain manaeuvres can
be resorted to, to avoid momentarily bending down o
pick up the ball, such as making it bounce on the ground
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ity Model previously mentioned, completaly salves the
inherent problem of the latter.

[0008] To be more specific, based again on the use of
a pair of swinging anms in the form of pincers, the main
characteristics of the device are that the arms are in a
permanently closed position due to their respective
springs, preferably fixed on the hinge, the arms being
remotely activated, from the grip or shaft of the bat or
racquet, by means of a small lever which pulls on atleast
one wire that transmits the movement of the aforemen-
lioned lever to the arms, causing the pincers to open.

[0009] ' In this way, by simply pressing on the lever the
device adopts he posilion required for receiving the ball,
which fits perfeclly between the swinging arms once the
lever is released, due to the springs returmning to their
original position:

[0010] Thus, not only is it possible lo achieve out-
stalvtﬁ\gagﬁtyhﬂlemammofﬁd@guphbaﬂ.
but a belter grip of the ball as the spring action, when
lhepincersolmedevicea'eclosed,avddsgﬁppmb-
lems due lo possible looseness in lhe aforementioned
arms or any other cause.

[0011] * Preferably, two wires will be used and activat-
ed simultaneously by the same lever and connected lo
the respective arms of the pincers, which will run along

by hitting it with the edge of the racquet or bat, this acti
is also uncomfortable, notably wastes time and ends up
causing damage o the bat or racquet, which sometimes
hits the ground or floor directly.

[0004]  In an attempt to avoid this problem, the same
applicant is holder of the Ulility Model Application No.
9902258, which refers fo a ball collecting device for rac-
quets and bats, consisting of a anchoring base, witha
means of being connected fo the edge of the bat orrac-
quet, in any suitable place, such as the opposite end to
the grip or shaft, the ends of the base being connecled
by a hinge fo a pair of swinging arms which form a type
of pincer of suitable dimensions to hoid a ball, under
slight pressure, allowing it to be lifted with the bat orrac-
quet itself and avoiding the need for the body 1o be bent
over.

[0005] The ‘swinging nature of the aforementioned
arms has the obvious function of allowing them lo be
folded on the anchoring base, under normal game con-
ditions, so as not (o cause an obstacle which would
make playing more difficult.

[0006] - Although this solution has adequale features
frommepolmmmwofcollecimbalb.abasicpmblem
ispresentedbyﬂiefadﬂxatead:ﬁneabalhastobe
picked up it is also necessary o extend the swinging
arms manually, and a second and further manoeuvre of
closing the arms, once the ball has been retrieved,
means a relatively complex, slow and uncomfortable
manoeuvre.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The ball collecting device which the invention
proposes, based on Ihe functional philosophy of the Uil-

50

the comesponding edges of the bat or racquet, suitably
fitted in their respective casings and properly joined fo
the outer edges of the bat or racquet.

{0012}  In accordance with another of the characteris-
tics of the invention, it is proposed that one of the arms
of the pincers takes the form of a curved finger, and the
‘other the form of a fork; also curved with suitably dis-
tanced amns, which makes it doubly effective, onthe ane
hand a betler grip of the ball, silting between the arms
of the fark and heid down against the [atter by the op-
posite finger, and on the other hand when folded away,
i.e. when the device is not in use, the finger s situaled
between the arms of the fork, taking up the minimum
amount of space.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0613] To complement the above description and with
the aim of offering a greater underslanding of the inven-
tion's characteristics, in accordance with a preferred ex-
ample of practical embodiment of the same, a set of i
lustrative and non-restrictive drawings are attached as
an integral part of this description, in which the following
are represented:

Figure 1.- Shows, from a view in perspective a ten-
nis racquet with a ball collecting device incorporat-
ed In accordance with the improvements which are
the object of the present invention, in which the le-
ver of the device is shown when activated and, con-
sequently, the pincers for gripping the ball are open.
Figure 2.- Shows a partial detail in perspective of
the racquet in the previous figure, in the area of the
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activating lever of the mechanism, now in the inac-
tive position.

Figure 3.- Finally, shows another enlarged detail in
perspeclive of the racquet in Figure 1, this time in
the area of the pincers, which hold the ball, and also
in an inactive position:

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0014] In the light of the figures described, it can be
observed how the device which the invention proposes
is made up of an anchoring base (1), which in the prac-
tical embodiment example of the figures, is fixed to the
frame (2) of the racqueton the opposite side lo the hand-
grip (3), but which can equally adopt any other position
which is deemed adequate, e.g. by using outer lugs (4)
which clasp the aforementicned frame (2) and which are
connected fo the same by means of pins or screws (5).
On eitherend of the aforementioned anchoring base (1),
atransversal hinge (6) that allows a swinging movement
is fitted for each comesponding am (7-8), each of the
hinges (6) aided by 2 helical spring (9) which causes the
arms (7) and (8) to swing into a folded position on the
anchoring base (1), as shown in Figure 3.

[0015] One of the aforementioned arms, that which is
marked (7), consists of a curved finger, while the other
arm (8) takes the form of a fork; also curved, which can
be seen particularly clearly in Figure 1, to facilitate the
grip of the ball between the pincersmade up of the afore-
mentioned armms (7) and (8).

[001€6] These arms (7) and (8) are activated simuita-
neously from the lever (10) which is fitted using a hinge
{11}, to allow a swinging movement, on a mounting (12)
which has a means of connecling to the racquet in the
area of the handgrip (3), 2 lever (10) which in mid-posi-
tion and by means of an articulated hinge (13) receives
a bracket (14) which by means of a hinge (15) also re-
ceives an arficulated connecting element (16); by
means of studs or any cther means, for the ends of two
wires (17) which, incorporated in their corresponding
casings (18), run along the outer edges of the frame (2)
of the racquet, fixed by means of, e.g. elastic rings (19),
the aforementioned casings (18) each being finished off
with stoppers (20), also connected to the frame (2) of
the racquet in the area of the anchoring base (1) and
from which the wires (17) are positioned towards the re-
spective arms (7) and (B), which are suitably fixed lo the
outside of the articulated hinge (6).

[0017] Inaccordance with the structure described and
from the mechanism’s inactive position shown in Fig-
ures 2 and 3, in which the pincers (7-8) remain closed,
by simply pressing with one's finger on the lever {(10),
as shown in Figure 1, this produces traction on the arms
(7) and (8) which then adopt an open position as shown
in Figure 1, with which the ball is easily picked up from
the ground, and after picking it up, by simply releasing
or ceasing the action on the lever (10) the device auto-
matically relums to the inactive posilion shown in Fig-
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ures 2 and 3, due lo the action of the springs (9), to then
enable (he game being played to continue.

[0018] Optionally, the two wires (17) can be substitut-
ed by a single wire, obviously with a transmission sys-
tem of any conventional type which allows the simulta-
neous action of the two arms (7) and (8) of the pincers,
instead of the aforementioned rings (19) for fixing the
covering or housing of the wires any other means can
be used, lhe composition of the arms (7) and (8) can
also vary in accordance with any design criteria, and the
manusal action of the lever (10) described can be substi-
tuted by an electrical, hydraulic or pneumatic impulse
without obviously affecting the essence of the invention.

Claims

1. Improved ball collecting device for racquets and
bats, with an end to momentarily picking up the ball
from the ground on the edge of the racquet or bat,
to then be raised by this element to the player's
hand level, and being of the type which incorporates
a pair of swinging amns, fitted on an anchoring base
which can be connected to any area of the edge of
the bator racquet, characterised in that the afore-
mentioned swinging arms (7.8) are aided by their
respective springs (9), preferably fitted on their ar-
ticulated hinges (6) on the ancharing base (1),
springs (8) which cause the aforementioned arms
(7.8) to remain folded at alf times on the anchoring
base (1), the aims (7,8) being able to be activated
remotely, from the area of the grip (3) of the bat or
racquet, by means of at least one transmission wire
(17), together with the comresponding casing (18),
which connect the swinging arms (7,8) with a lever
{10) or similar, which is filled in a way that it can
move back and forth on the body of the bat or rac-
quet, in the aforementioned area of the handgrip
(3). so that the manual action on the aforemen-
tioned lever (10) causes the pincers made by the
two arms (7,8) to open in order la pick the ball up,
pressing against the respeclive springs (9), causing
the aforementioned pincers fo close automatically
on ceasing the manual action on the aforemen-
tioned lever (10).

Improved ball collecting device for racquets and
bats, in accordance with claim 1, characterised in
that it includes preferably two wires (17), with their
comresponding casings (18). duly connected fo the
outer edges of the hat or racquet, by any suitable
means (19), which are connecled lo the amms (7,8)
on the outside of their articulaled hinges (6) which
in tumn are fixed, on their opposing end, to an an-
choring element (16) articulately fixed to a bracket
(14) which in turn is articulately fixed to the middle
part of the manually activated lever (10), ie. be-
tween the swinging hinge (11) on the body of the
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racquet and the manually activated end.

Improved ball collecting device for racquels and
bats, in accordance with the previous claims, char-
acterised in that one of the arms (7) which make
up the pincers, takes the formof a curved fingerand
the other (8) takes the form of a fork, also curved,
for the ball to it the

tioned arms (7.8).
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Dear Sir,

Please find attached a letter from Ms Florencia van Houdt, Head of the Sport Unit in Directorate General for
Education, Youth, Sport and Culture, to your attention.

Best regards,
Sport Unit

European Commission

Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture
Unit D3 - Sport

B-1049 Brussels / Belgium

http://ec.europa.eu/sport/index_en.htm
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR EDUCATION, YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
B Culture, Creativity and Sport

Sport

Brussels
EAC.D.3/MZ

Dr Francisco Altemir Hernandez
Fray Luis Amigé, 8 Planta 0, letra
5006 Zaragoz

Spain

By e-mail:
drhernandezaltemir@yahoo.es

Subject:  New tennis racket

Dear Sir,

Many thanks for your letter of 15" August to President Ursula von der Leyen who asked
me to reply on her behalf.

It was very interesting to read about the innovative tennis racket you designed.

However, given the autonomy of sport to decide on its own rules, the European
Commission has no competence in proposing or imposing new rules or instruments in the

practice of sport.

My suggestion is to get in touch with the International Tennis Federation
(https://www_itftennis.com/en/ ) which is the governing body of world tennis.

Yours faithfully,

Florencia VAN HOUDT
Head of Unit

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brusscl, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22991111
OfTice: J-70 027283 — Tel. direct line +32 22991289

Matteo Zacchetti@ec.europa.cu

Il Eiectronically signed on 30/08/2024 17:11 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EV) 2021/2121




